
Ramblers Lake District Area

Minutes  of  Area  Footpaths  Committee  meeting  held  at  Stricklandgate  Methodist
Church Hall, Kendal, on Saturday 17 June 2017

Present
Chairman Dave Harrison (Kendal)
Vice-Chairman: Brian Jones
Group  Footpath  Secretaries:  Alan  Duval
(Penrith),  Phil  Walker  (Furness),  Jean
Walker  (Lancaster),  Jennifer  Gallagher
(Grange)
Others: Ian Brodie (ECP)

11/17 Apologies
Neil  Herbert  (Lancaster),  Dennis  Pook
(Area Footpath Secretary),

12/17 Minutes of 18/02/2017 meeting 
Approved

13/17 Matters Arising

3/17,  25/16,  10/16  YDNPA FP  Advisory
Group
BJ- This  Group had not  yet  managed to
meet

14/17 Sharpe Legacy

Helsington  Barrows-  Discussion  as  to
whether Ramblers could commission work
on  the  gates  through  an  independent
contractor or go through LDNP as normal,
despite  long  lead  time  for  the  project.
Recommended  that  £1000  should  be
specifically allocated to LDNP even if work
cannot start till 2018.
Buttermere  Shore  Path  –  It  was
recommended  that  £2000  should  be
offered to LDNP for this project
Beacon Tarn. JG enquired as to why this
project was not on the current list. Update
required – DP

15/17 Fisherman’s Bridge (Lune Valley)

This would not be funded via the Sharpe
Legacy, but it  was agreed that we would
recommend to  Area  Council  that  Kendal
Group could make a donation of £1000 for
improvements,  out  of  Ramblers  funds
instead.

16/17 Ease of Use Surveys

All  surveys  had  been  completed  and
returned.  New  surveyors  from  Lancaster
Group had been involved for the first time.
No issues reported. 

17/17 Reports to Area Council

Big Pathwatch. We continue to be assured
by  both  LDNP and  CCC that  reports  of
problems  received  are  being  added  to
their lists of outstanding work. To be kept
under review.

Diversion of Cumbria Way at Eller Riggs /
Newbiggin.   DP had  reported  that  there
have  been  objections  received  to  the
above  diversion,  which  Ramblers
supported last year. CCC have sent it  to
the Sec of State. [PW later confirmed that
the new signage is not in place and the old
route is still accessible ]

18/17  Group  Footpath  Secretary
Reports

Lancaster  –  JW -Their  monthly  footpath
checks continued to find problems which
are forwarded to LCC. There had however
still  been  no  official  response  from LCC
regarding  permission  to  clear  overgrown
paths            
 (  although  some  funding  had  been
received )
Penrith  –  The  infamous  Appleby  Level
Crossing Case is making its way through
the courts. Network Rail has asked for a
judicial  review. AD said that  the housing
development was at least half complete.

19/17 Access

IB gave an update on the following cases:-



a) Low Wood Hotel. A path has been
diverted to allow wok to take place.
Not clear if the new path is usable (
the old one certainly isn’t ) DH was
asked to check out.

b) Kirby  Moor  Diversion  The  issue
regarding  the Common Land  had
been  resolved  but  the  landowner
now  sought  to  extinguish  a
footpath running east to west on an
old  quarry  road.  IB  noted  that  in
future  cases  of  this  kind,  Access
issues and Footpath issues should
be considered together.

c) Coastal  Trail.   8  objections  had
been  received  to  the  initial
proposals  for  the  route  along  the
Solway, covering a length of some
10 miles. IB stated that Ramblers
will oppose these objections when
they  are  considered  by  the
Inspectorate.  There  were  some
issues  which  were  also  on  the
route  of  the  Hadrian’s  Wall  Trail
and  DP  was  asked  to  make
contact with their National Officer –
David McClean.
    The Walney route seemed to be 
progressing OK.

The Silecroft to Silverdale section 
was still under consultation and 
was due for publication Autumn 
2017 / Spring 2018

d) Warcrop. The issue with the MoD 
and access to some of the 
common land is still ongoing

e) The Helm. Stricklands (of Sizergh) 
want to sell off the access land on 
the western side of the Helm. To 
be watched.

f) Hollow Watering Place Keswick – 
The inspector had ruled against 
the fencing erected around a 
garden extension on the Green.

g) Moorside Power Station – There 
had been some resolution on the 
ECP. A latticed structure would be 
used for access to the proposed 
jetty, rather than an embankment. 
The path would therefore pass 
underneath it. However, the 
contractors now want to close 
another footpath. IB is keeping it 
under review.

20/17 Lost Ways

BJ reported that Lancaster had completed 
their territory surveys helped considerably 
by LCC’s GIS mapping system. Apart from
a lot of minor anomalies which had been 
notified, the remainder were currently 
being prioritised for further action.

Kendal Group were also continuing to 
make progress.

21/17 Case Studies

BJ – An old quarry site at Carnforth, 
including a public footpath, has been 
fenced off whilst awaiting development by 
the Home & Community Agency.

PW – The case of a farmer at Pennington 
keeping a field gate locked. It was claimed
that when the footpath beyond was 
accessed, walkers had frequently left the 
gate open and cattle escaped. CCC will 
check during their scheduled parish 
survey later this year.

22/17 Any Other Business

IB said there were reports of serious 
damage to off road routes including 
Oxenfell to Hodge Close and High 
Tilberthwaite to Little Langdale. 4x4 
convoys were a contributory factor. Nick 
Thorne had asked for comments on this. 



It was suggested 

 We advise that stopping illegal use

of paths should be treated as a 
priority.

 We recommend that intensive use 

by commercial operators should be
reduced.

 Ask  members,  through  the

Newsletter,  to  report  any  serious
incidents  to  the  Local  Access
Forum

23/17 Next Meeting

10.30 a.m. on Saturday 14th Oct 2017 in
the  Upper  Room  of  Stricklandgate
Methodist Church Hall, Kendal. 


